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Collaboration the Key to Safer Transport of 
Dangerous Goods 
August 18, 2022 

Richard Steele CEO of ICHCA International 
 
Further support to comprehensive safety guidance issued by a collective of 
organisations late last year has been received through its endorsement by the 
International Chemical Transport Association (ICTA). 
 
Drawing on the combined expertise and experience in the movement of 
dangerous goods around the world, several global trade organisations — 
International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA), International 
Vessel Owners Dangerous Goods Association (IVODGA), National Cargo 
Bureau (NCB) and World Shipping Council (WSC) – jointly issued a White 
Paper entitled, ‘Safety Guidance for Dangerous Goods Storage and Handling 
Facilities’¹ in December last year. 
 
A number of influential industry stakeholders² have subsequently endorsed the 
Guidelines and now the International Chemical Transport Association (ICTA) 
can be added to the list. Richard Steele, CEO of ICHCA welcomed the additional 
support, 

”To make a real difference to the standards of safety in supply chains that 
feature hazardous materials, it is vital to reach all involved and create a critical 



 

 

mass of like-minded partners. The endorsement of our work by such an 
authoritative voice as ICTA is therefore decidedly welcome.” 

A pivotal element of the White Paper is a Warehouse Checklist. A practical 
management tool, the Checklist format is a significant addition to the other 
elements of the White Paper. Broken down into eight key functional areas of 
operation, its fourteen-pages are designed to be comprehensive yet easily 
digestible as an everyday device for maintaining safety management vigilance.  

For its part ICTA sees the White Paper and the safety efforts it represents as a 
step forward in guiding operators to improve their already high standards, 
“Chemical supply chains rely on an interplay of different actors to deliver 
dangerous goods safely across the globe,” commented Douglas Leech, Chair of 
the ICTA Transport & Security Committee. “Chemical distributors cooperate 
closely with logistical and warehousing companies to make this happen. These 
guidelines will help them to jointly prevent incidents in their warehouses – 
keeping workers, neighbors, and the environment safe.” 

¹ Both the Dangerous Goods Warehousing White Paper and Checklist are 
downloadable from here https://ichca.com/warehousing-safety-guidance 

² Baltic and International Maritime Council (BIMCO), Bureau International des 
Containers (BIC), Container Owners Association (COA), Council on Safe 
Transportation of Hazardous Articles (COSTHA), Danish Shipping, 
International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), International Federation of Freight 
Forwarders Association (FIATA), International Group of P&I Clubs (IGP&I) and 
Through Transport Mutual Insurance Association Ltd (TT Club). 
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ICTA collaborates with global forums to move 
dangerous goods 
August 21, 2022 

To facilitate the movement of dangerous goods worldwide, the 

International Chemical Transport Association (ICTA) has collaborated with several global trade organisations 

namely International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA), International Vessel Owners 

Dangerous Goods Association (IVODGA), National Cargo Bureau (NCB) and World Shipping Council (WSC). 

Now, they can jointly work on the White Paper entitled, ‘Safety Guidance for Dangerous Goods Storage and 

Handling Facilities’ issued in December last year. Richard Steele, CEO of ICHCA welcomed the additional 

support, “To make a real difference to the standards of safety in supply chains that feature hazardous 

materials, it is vital to reach all involved and create a critical mass of like-minded partners. The endorsement 

of our work by such an authoritative voice as ICTA is therefore decidedly welcome.” 
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8. Dangerous goods 

Further support for comprehensive safety guidance on the transport of dangerous goods issued by a 
collective of organisations late last year has been received through its endorsement by the 
International Chemical Transport Association (ICTA). 

Drawing on the combined expertise and experience in the movement of dangerous goods around the 
world, several global trade organisations - the International Cargo Handling Coordination 
Association, International Vessel Owners Dangerous Goods Association , National Cargo 
Bureau  and World Shipping Council – jointly issued a White Paper entitled, ‘Safety Guidance for 
Dangerous Goods Storage and Handling Facilities’¹ in December last year. 
  
A number of influential industry stakeholders have subsequently endorsed the Guidelines including 
the International Chemical Transport Association.  Richard Steele, CEO of ICHCA welcomed the 
additional support. 

 
“To make a real difference to the standards of safety in supply chains that feature hazardous 
materials, it is vital to reach all involved and create a critical mass of like-minded partners. The 
endorsement of our work by such an authoritative voice as ICTA is therefore decidedly welcome.” 
  
A pivotal element of the White Paper is a Warehouse Checklist. A practical management tool, the 
Checklist format is a significant addition to the other elements of the White Paper. Broken down 
into eight key functional areas of operation, its fourteen pages are designed to be comprehensive yet 
easily digestible as an everyday device for maintaining safety management vigilance. 
  
For its part ICTA sees the White Paper and the safety efforts it represents as a step forward in 
guiding operators to improve their already high standards, “Chemical supply chains rely on an 
interplay of different actors to deliver dangerous goods safely across the globe,” commented 
Douglas Leech, chairman of the ICTA Transport & Security Committee. “Chemical distributors 
cooperate closely with logistical and warehousing companies to make this happen. These guidelines 
will help them to jointly prevent incidents in their warehouses – keeping workers, neighbors, and 
the environment safe.” 

Both the Dangerous Goods Warehousing White Paper and Checklist are downloadable from 
https://ichca.com/warehousing-safety-guidance 
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CTA: Collaboration necessary 
for safe transport of 
dangerous goods 
by The Editorial Team 
 August 23, 2022 
in Safety 
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Further support to comprehensive safety guidance issued by a 
collective of organisations late last year has been received through 
its endorsement by the International Chemical Transport 
Association (ICTA). 

Several global trade organisations, including International Cargo Handling Coordination 

Association (ICHCA), International Vessel Owners Dangerous Goods Association (IVODGA), 

National Cargo Bureau (NCB) and World Shipping Council (WSC), jointly issued a White Paper 

entitled, ‘Safety Guidance for Dangerous Goods Storage and Handling Facilities’ in December 

2021. 



 

 

A number of influential industry stakeholders have subsequently endorsed the Guidelines and 

now the International Chemical Transport Association (ICTA) can be added to the list. 

Richard Steele, CEO of ICHCA welcomed the additional support, stating: 

To make a real difference to the standards of safety in supply 
chains that feature hazardous materials, it is vital to reach all 

involved and create a critical mass of like-minded partners. The 
endorsement of our work by such an authoritative voice as ICTA is 

therefore decidedly welcome 
 

A pivotal element of the White Paper is a Warehouse Checklist. A practical management tool, 

the Checklist format is a significant addition to the other elements of the White Paper. 

Broken down into eight key functional areas of operation, its fourteen-pages are designed to 

be comprehensive yet easily digestible as an everyday device for maintaining safety 

management vigilance. 

For its part ICTA sees the White Paper and the safety efforts it represents as a step forward in 

guiding operators to improve their already high standards: 

Chemical supply chains rely on an interplay of different actors to 
deliver dangerous goods safely across the globe. Chemical 

distributors cooperate closely with logistical and warehousing 
companies to make this happen. These guidelines will help them 

to jointly prevent incidents in their warehouses – keeping 
workers, neighbors, and the environment safe 

 
commented Douglas Leech, Chair of the ICTA Transport & Security Committee. 
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Collaboration the Key to Safer 
Transport of Dangerous Goods 
By  Sue Terpilowski 
 - 
August 19, 2022 
 
Drawing on the combined expertise and experience in the movement of dangerous goods 
around the world, several global trade organisations — International Cargo Handling 
Coordination Association (ICHCA), International Vessel Owners Dangerous Goods Association 
(IVODGA), National Cargo Bureau (NCB) and World Shipping Council (WSC) – jointly issued a 
White Paper entitled, ‘Safety Guidance for Dangerous Goods Storage and Handling Facilities’¹ in 
December last year. 

A number of influential industry stakeholders have subsequently endorsed the Guidelines and 
now the International Chemical Transport Association (ICTA) can be added to the list. Richard 
Steele, CEO of ICHCA welcomed the additional support, 

”To make a real difference to the standards of safety in supply chains that feature hazardous 
materials, it is vital to reach all involved and create a critical mass of like-minded partners. The 
endorsement of our work by such an authoritative voice as ICTA is therefore decidedly 
welcome.” 

A pivotal element of the White Paper is a Warehouse Checklist. A practical management tool, 
the Checklist format is a significant addition to the other elements of the White Paper. Broken 
down into eight key functional areas of operation, its fourteen-pages are designed to be 
comprehensive yet easily digestible as an everyday device for maintaining safety management 
vigilance.   

For its part ICTA sees the White Paper and the safety efforts it represents as a step forward in 
guiding operators to improve their already high standards, “Chemical supply chains rely on an 
interplay of different actors to deliver dangerous goods safely across the globe,” commented 
Douglas Leech, Chair of the ICTA Transport & Security Committee. “Chemical distributors 
cooperate closely with logistical and warehousing companies to make this happen. These 
guidelines will help them to jointly prevent incidents in their warehouses – keeping workers, 
neighbors, and the environment safe.” 
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SAFETY 
by Industry News -  Aug 17 

  

 
ICHCA International has issued a Safety Alert following the recent fatal accident in Aqaba, 
Jordan, in which a tank container with chlorine ruptured after falling from a sling during loading 
aboard ship. ICHCA notes that the use of gantry cranes and spreaders is the preferred method 
of lifting containers and tank containers on and off ships in port but acknowledges that not all 
terminals have this equipment available; in those terminals it is accepted practice to use wires, 
chains or single-rope cranes. If that is the case, there are some key principles that need to be 
taken into account. 

ICHCA’s Alert, available here, details the limitations of alternative lifting arrangements, gives an 
indication of the pre-use checks that are vital to avoid accidents, and provides links to relevant 
standards and guidance. 
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10. Reducing injuries in ports 

In a bid to improve safety, reduce injuries and loss of life, equipment damage and minimize costly 
business disruption at ports and terminals worldwide, PEMA, ICHCA International, and TT 
Club  pooled resources to make available information to promote collision prevention. The results 
of this research and consultation fall under the auspices of PEMA’s Safety & Environment 
Committee. 

All relevant stakeholders have been involved in the development of this project. PEMA represents 
container crane and technology suppliers, and TT Club and ICHCA International represent 
container terminals. 

Please follow the link to download the information paper: https://ichca.com/download/gs10 
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https://www.projectcargo-weekly.com/2022/08/25/ichca-and-tt-club-
interview/ 
 

ICHCA AND TT CLUB – INTERVIEW 
August 25, 2022 
Share with a colleague! 

Richard Steele, CEO at ICHCA and Mike Yarwood, Managing Director Loss 
Prevention at TT Club Mutual Insurance were interviewed by Bo H. Drewsen, 
Editor in Chief at PCW 

Watch the video interview 
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Hundreds of boxes damaged in latest 
containership blaze off Colombo 
 Sam Chambers August 18, 2022 

0 13 1 minute read 

 Jackie Pritchard / MarineTraffic 

Reports have emerged of another sizeable fire onboard a boxship. Insurance firm WK 
Webster carries news of a fire on the 8,586 teu Zim Charleston 10 days ago in the Indian 
Ocean. 
Tracking from MarineTraffic (see below) shows the ship made for Colombo after the fire 
erupted, where the ship remains today. 

The fire erupted in cargo hold 4 and up to 300 containers may have been damaged in the 
blaze. Boxes on deck have been removed at the East Container Terminal in Colombo while 
further investigations are being made to ascertain whether it is safe to discharge containers 
from the affected hold. 



 

 

ZIM officials have yet to confirm details of the fire despite repeated email requests 
from Splash. The ship is owned by Seaspan. 
Liner shipping has been chastened by statistics from insurers that suggest a major fire 
takes place on a boxship every 60 days. 
ICHCA International, the cargo handling operatives association, calculated back in 2019 
that of the 60m packed containers moved each year, 10% or 6m are declared as dangerous 
goods. Information from published government inspections – which are invariably biased 
towards declared dangerous goods loads – suggests that 20% of these are poorly packed 
or incorrectly identified. This translates into 1.3m potentially unstable dangerous goods 
containers travelling around the world each year. 
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