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6. Pest Week 

As part of ICHCA’s Pest Week the association covers some of the TT Club’s 

advice on onboard pests. Information on the dangers of pests in containers is 

available on the ICHCA website https://www.ichca.com but for details on the 

TT Club content see below: 

 

 Included are four animated videos that can be downloaded from TT 

Club’s web site and used to support learning, toolbox talks and other 

communications on managing the risk of invasive pests. The material 

complements the Code of Practice for Packing Cargo Transport Units 

(CTU Code). 

 

•    Invasive pests – unit and cargo cleanliness: shows how debris from the 

previous load may be contaminated and can contaminate the cargo to be 

packed if this debris is not thoroughly 

cleared. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-resources/video-

library/invasive-pests-unit-and-cargo-cleanliness/ 

  

•    Invasive pests – unit cleanliness pre-packing: describes how mud and 

vegetation can harbour invasive pests and the importance of ensuring 

containers are clean prior to use. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-

resources/video-library/invasive-pests-unit-cleanliness-pre-packing/ 

  

•    Invasive pests – lighting risks: packing a container at night under 

bright lights can attract unwanted insects that can then be transported 

across the globe. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-resources/video-

library/invasive-pests-lighting-risks/ 

  

•    Invasive pests – transit conditions: routing may expose the unit to pest 

contamination. To mitigate the risk, ensure containers are clean prior to 

loading aboard a ship. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-resources/video-

library/invasive-pests-transit-conditions/ 

Source : Maritime Advocate 
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Safe cargo lifting of containers by hook and chain or wires 
 
The International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA) has published a 
pdf on the safe lifting of iso containers and tanks using hooks and wires. 
 
The publication has been compiled to provide an overview of some of the safety 
principles associated with this type of operation. 
 
ICHCA noted that any lifting operation of this type should be undertaken by competent 
persons in compliance with applicable regulatory frameworks and was the responsibility 
of the duty holder. 
 
The use of gantry cranes and spreaders was the optimal and preferred method for 
lifting ISO containers and tanks (collectively referred to as Cargo Transport Units, 
CTUs) in most situations. 
 
However, ICHCA noted that not all terminals had this equipment available. 
 
At some terminals it was therefore accepted practice to lift ISO containers and tanks 
using wires or chains and single-rope cranes, such as mobile harbour cranes (MHCs)1 
or barge-mounted derricks. 
 
ICHCA said that safety should always be considered in any lifting operation. The alert 
from ICHCA sets out some key principles when lifting any cargo, including containers 
by hook and chain or wires. 
 
https://www.piclub.or.jp/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SAFETY-ALERT_SAFE-LIFTING-
OF-ISO-CONTAINERS-AND-TANKS-USING-HOOKS-AND-WIRES-issue-2-by-ICHCA-
1.pdf 
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Supply chains must mitigate threat of invasive species, 

for all our sakes 
 

 
Osama El Lissy. Credit: IPPC 

By Nick Savvides 
 03/10/2022 

Climate change and international trade are combining to put the very existence of life on 

Earth at risk. That is not a crazy unfounded risk assessment by a dogmatic green activist, but 

the considered opinion of the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

And the UN says that changes that will protect food and agriculture supplies must come soon. 

The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) is an intergovernmental treaty signed by 

more than 180 countries, and its secretary, Osama El- Lissy, along with Nicola Spence, the UK’s 

chief plant health officer, released a paper on 21 September warning that some 40% of crops, 

around $220bn worth, is lost to plant pests every year. 

 

Mr El Lissy told The Loadstar a further $70bn is spent by the private sector working with 

national jurisdictions to contain the spread of invasive pests, bringing the total cost of disease 

and the spread of pests to a little under $300bn. 

 

“Climate change has increased pest incursions, particularly in new places where they had not 

been detected previously but have now thrived. Changing temperatures, humidity, light and 

wind are the second most important factors for pests to disperse, next to international travel 

and trade,” wrote Ms Spence and Mr El Lissy. 



 

 

 

The convention introduced International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) as its 

main tool to achieve its goals to reduce the spread of pests and diseases, making it the sole 

global standard setting organisation for plant health. 

Plants provide 80% of our food and 98% of the air we breathe, are critical to life on Earth and 

must be protected at all costs. ISPM’s have the aim of protecting global plant resources from 

the spread and introduction of pests while also promoting safe trade. 

With international trade identified as one of the key factors in the spread of invasive species, 

organisms that, when taken from their natural habitat and moved to an area where they have 

few or no natural predators, can wreak havoc on local flora and agriculture. 

Established in 2005 the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) is effectively the 

governing body of the IPPC and is a panel of experts that meets annually to coordinate the 

global protection of plants. 

In addition, this year the IPPC held a conference in late September, preceded by the Sea 

Containers Workshop, which included experts from the IPPC and the transport and logistics 

industry working to mitigate the risks posed by the spread of invasive species. 

Moving food around the globe is necessary to feed the parts of the world where food is 

scarce, explained Mr El Lissy, “The trick is how can we do this in a safe manner so that invasive 

pests and diseases are not moved along the pathway of agricultural products and food?” 

Focusing on global supply chains, Peregrine Storrs-Fox, risk management director at TT Club, 

believes: “The question is around containerisation, what is the level of the risk played out in 

containers and that’s difficult to identify? Containers aren’t the only pathway for invasive 

pests.” 

 

South-east Asian Box Tree Moth, seen in Brighton UK this year. Credit: Malachy Savvides 

For Mr Storrs-Fox. everyone can see the problem and believes containerisation has played a 

role in the spread of invasive species, but we need to know “the level of contribution to the 

problem and, therefore, what are appropriate, proportionate measures to take.” 

In addition, he said one of the key messages the “IPPC was careful to state” was that, while the 

convention wants to mitigate the threat from invasive species, it recognises that mitigation 

must come “without significant impact on trade flows and logistics”. 



 

 

Although the extent of the problem from containerisation cannot currently be accurately 

identified, the Sea Containers workshop did agree on a number of issues, according to the 

CEO of the International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA), Richard Steele. 

“The two sides weren’t miles apart,” he said. 

One of the discussions centred around the design of the ubiquitous transport container, “the 

optimum design for a container is egg shaped”, laughed Mr Steele, with the more serious 

point that many containers have wooden floors and many indents and pockets for pests to 

hide in. 

“Customs and excise don’t want voids where things can be hidden,” explained Mr Steele, and 

things can hide, such as smaller organisms, spiders, moths and their larvae. But he conceded 

that slots for forklift blades and the corner blocks where twist locks and crane spreaders hold 

and lift boxes remain crucial to the design. 

Though both Mr Steele and Mr Storrs-Fox concede that while it is not possible to completely 

eliminate all movement of invasive species, there are simple actions that can be taken to 

reduce their spread. 

“All-steel floors in containers does not add significant cost to its price,” said Mr Steele. 

However, if a container is loaded at night under lights, these attract pests and can lead to 

unwanted organisms entering the box. Other mitigation that could be taken is the use of new 

coatings that prevent, or at least deter, organisms from attaching themselves to the outside of 

containers. 

Nevertheless, the chief method for containing the spread of unwanted pests in and on 

containers is to “continue to raise awareness throughout the supply chain, because there are 

people that are not aware of these problems”, explained Mr Steel. 

Asked if fumigants were a part of the answer – a method recently favoured by Chinese 

authorities to control the spread of Covid in particular – Mr Storrs-Fox and Mr El Lissy’s views 

were closely aligned. In the opinion of the TT Club, fumigants can cause sickness, but also the 

nature of supply chains is that they are cross-border, so fumigating in one country may help to 

get rid pests at that point, but there is a need to ensure that the entire supply chain is 

protected. 

“We need to have someone looking over all of this [the supply chain and the various 

interests],” explained Mr Storrs-Fox, “there’s a silo looking at plant protection and their 

interests, then you need to look at the movements of animal products, wider biosecurity and 

also looking at safety issues,” he added. 

“There is no global body that is looking across all the risks to say ‘this is how we can balance 

these risks’ and to say ‘there is a beneficial impact from the biosecurity actions’,” he said. 

For Mr El Lissy, the way to deal with invasive species is to create what he calls a “safeguard 

continuum”, which begins at the point of loading, before cargo is loaded. 

“We’re not asking the sea container industry to split the cargo, once the cargo is loaded your 

job is done,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Mr El Lissy focused on the need for collaboration, not just between nations but 

also between governments and the private sector, including all the stakeholders along the 

supply chain. 

“The role of governments and the private sector is fundamental,” to the creation of secure 

supply chains, explained Mr El Lissy. 



 

 

It starts with ensuring containers are cleaned before they are delivered to shippers for 

packing; they need to swept and washed, then when a container has been loaded and the 

doors closed, a quick inspection of the outside would make sure there are no organisms 

attached to the box. As the container moves through the supply chain, continuous checks 

should be made on the outside, all the way to the freight’s destination. 

“If we do that, 90% of the problems have been addressed already,” explained Mr El Lissy. “If we 

do that consistently you manage that pathway in a very effective way, regardless of the point 

of origin, as well as substantially reducing the overall costs of mitigating the spread of invasive 

species.” 

Mr El Lissy believes this will reduce the overall costs of inspection and substantially reduce the 

costs associated with the loss of food and agricultural products through the unwanted spread 

of organisms. 

Moreover, the IPPC expects government bodies in countries of origin and ports of arrival to 

inspect agricultural products so that responsibility will not fall onto individual farmers or 

private companies. 

Industry and government representatives, in the form of a focus group, have now been tasked 

by the CPM find a formal solution to the problem of invasive species  within global supply 

chains, and the group will make its first report to the wider IPPC next spring, when the next 

annual meeting is due to take place in Rome. 

However, Mr El Lissy is convinced there is a workable solution through the development of a 

safeguarding continuum. And he illustrated this with the story of an Italian shipper that had 

shipments of ceramic tiles turned back at the port of arrival by regional authorities. It was 

discovered that the dunnage, the wooden pallets on which the tiles were shipped, were 

infested. The tile company then discussed the issue with its supplier, changes were made and 

a solution was found. 

It is this sort of collaboration that will see the solution to, or at least the mitigation of, the 

spread of invasive species and ultimately reduce the costs, said Mr El Lissy. 

And it’s a solution, he emphasised, that must “come sooner rather than later, but everyone 

understands the urgency”. He added: “There is no doubt that the very existence of life on 

Earth is at stake from our actions, and to safeguard life we must act in unison.” 
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6. Pest Week 

As part of ICHCA’s Pest Week the association covers some of the TT Club’s 

advice on onboard pests. Information on the dangers of pests in containers is 

available on the ICHCA website https://www.ichca.com but for details on the 

TT Club content see below: 

 

 Included are four animated videos that can be downloaded from TT 

Club’s web site and used to support learning, toolbox talks and other 

communications on managing the risk of invasive pests. The material 

complements the Code of Practice for Packing Cargo Transport Units 

(CTU Code). 

 

•    Invasive pests – unit and cargo cleanliness: shows how debris from the 

previous load may be contaminated and can contaminate the cargo to be 

packed if this debris is not thoroughly 

cleared. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-resources/video-

library/invasive-pests-unit-and-cargo-cleanliness/ 

  

•    Invasive pests – unit cleanliness pre-packing: describes how mud and 

vegetation can harbour invasive pests and the importance of ensuring 

containers are clean prior to use. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-

resources/video-library/invasive-pests-unit-cleanliness-pre-packing/ 

  

•    Invasive pests – lighting risks: packing a container at night under 

bright lights can attract unwanted insects that can then be transported 

across the globe. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-resources/video-

library/invasive-pests-lighting-risks/ 

  

•    Invasive pests – transit conditions: routing may expose the unit to pest 

contamination. To mitigate the risk, ensure containers are clean prior to 

loading aboard a ship. https://www.ttclub.com/news-and-resources/video-

library/invasive-pests-transit-conditions/ 
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Cargo Integrity Group of Seven 

updates its container safety guidance 
By: AJOT | Oct 05 2022 at 02:49 PM | Logistics   

FIATA International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations, together with the six 

other CIG Group members today shares of the update of the CTU Code. 

The need for increased integrity in the global supply chain persists. The Cargo Integrity Group 

has updated its Quick Guide to the CTU Code and once more urges all involved in intermodal 

container transport to pay heed. 

The multi-faceted group of originally five, now seven industry organisations, produced a 

Quick Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units 

(CTU Code) some two years ago. The Quick Guide is designed to assist those responsible 

for packing containers and accurately declaring details of their contents to abide by the 

often-complex regulations contained in the voluminous CTU Code itself. There is also a 

useful Checklist of actions required by packers and shippers of containers. 

The Group believes that awareness of the CTU Code is pivotal to achieving safe and secure 

transport and has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with provision of its full text in 

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish and Italian. 

 

FIATA Director General Stéphane Graber commented, “Providing individuals responsible for 

packing containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, with 

easier access to all-important safety guidelines in their own language, is key in order to 

make available practical cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes 

beyond maritime operations, reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern 

day supply chains, and is key to keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 



 

 

Failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply chain moving 

at risk, leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too common. The Group believes 

that such tragedies in the supply chain are to be avoided – most vividly demonstrated by 

the too frequent occurrence of container ship fires – higher standards of cargo integrity. 

“We are providing clearer guidance through our revised Quick Guide and Checklist to help 

those responsible for packing cargo transport units, and in particular intermodal 

containers, to understand the standards expected in international trade,” stated James 

Hookham, Director of Global Shippers Forum. “The revised editions recognise the 

endorsement of all the partner organisations now active in the Cargo Integrity Group and 

their joint commitment to dissemination of this advice to their respective memberships and 

wider networks,” he concluded. 
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7. Container safety 

The need for increased integrity in the global supply chain persists. The Cargo Integrity 
Group has updated its Quick Guide to the CTU Code and once more urges all involved in 
intermodal container transport to pay heed. 
  
The multi-faceted group of originally five, now seven industry organisations, produced a 
Quick Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport 
Units (CTU Code) some two years ago.  The Quick Guide is designed to assist those 
responsible for packing containers and accurately declaring details of their contents to 
abide by the often-complex regulations contained in the voluminous CTU Code 
itself.  There is also a useful checklist of actions required of packers and shippers of 
containers. 
 
The Group believes that awareness of the CTU Code is pivotal to achieving safe and 
secure transport and has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with provision of its full 
text in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish and Italian.  An update has now 
been made available, taking account of feedback, and is downloadable for free HERE 
 
FIATA Director General Stéphane Graber commented, “Providing individuals responsible 
for packing containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, 
with easier access to all-important safety guidelines in their own language, is key in order 
to make available practical cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes 
beyond maritime operations, reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern 
day supply chains, and is key to keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 
 
Failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply chain moving 
at risk, leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too common. The Group believes 
that such tragedies in the supply chain are to be avoided – most vividly demonstrated by 
the too frequent occurrence of container ship fires – through higher standards of cargo 
integrity. 
  
“We are providing clearer guidance through our revised Quick Guide and Checklist to help 
those responsible for packing cargo transport units, and in particular intermodal containers, 
to understand the standards expected in international trade,” stated James Hookham, 
Director of Global Shippers Forum.  “The revised editions recognise the endorsement of all 
the partner organisations now active in the Cargo Integrity Group and their joint 
commitment to dissemination of this advice to their respective memberships and wider 
networks,” he concluded. 
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CONTAINER PACKING GUIDE GETS UPDATE 

Ian Ackerman | 6th October, 2022 

 

 
Image: Bernd Dittrich/Unsplash 

 

THE CARGO Integrity Group has updated its Quick Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for 

Packing of Cargo Transport Units (CTU Code). 

The group of seven industry organisations produced the guide two years ago. It is designed to help 

those responsible for packing containers and accurately declaring details of their contents to abide 

by the often-complex regulations contained in the voluminous CTU Code itself. 

The Cargo Integrity Group said awareness of the code is pivotal to safe and secure transport. The 

group has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with provision of its full text in Arabic, Chinese, 

English, French, Russian, Spanish and Italian. 

FIATA director general Stéphane Graber said, “Providing individuals responsible for packing 

containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, with easier access to 

all-important safety guidelines in their own language, is key in order to make available practical 

cutting edge knowledge of packing.  



 

 

“Such information goes beyond maritime operations, reflecting the complexities of intermodal 

transport in modern day supply chains, and is key to keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 

According to the group, failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply 

chain moving at risk, leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too common. 

The Cargo Integrity Group said such tragedies in the supply chain are to be avoided – most vividly 

demonstrated by the too frequent occurrence of container ship fires – higher standards of cargo 

integrity. 

Global Shippers Forum director James Hookham said, “We are providing clearer guidance through 

our revised Quick Guide and Checklist to help those responsible for packing cargo transport units, 

and in particular intermodal containers, to understand the standards expected in international 

trade. 

“The revised editions recognise the endorsement of all the partner organisations now active in the 

Cargo Integrity Group and their joint commitment to dissemination of this advice to their respective 

memberships and wider networks.”  
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CTU Code updated 

FIATA International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations, together with the six other 
CIG Group members, recently shared an update of the Cargo Transport Units (CTU) Code. 
  
The need for increased integrity in the global supply chain persists. The Cargo Integrity Group 
has updated its Quick Guide to the CTU Code and once more urged all involved in intermodal 
container transport to pay heed, emphasised a release. 
  
The multi-faceted group of originally five, now seven, industry organisations, produced a Quick 
Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units (CTU Code) 
some two years ago. The Quick Guide is designed to assist those responsible for packing 
containers and accurately declaring details of their contents to abide by the often-complex 
regulations contained in the voluminous CTU Code itself. There is also a useful Checklist of 
actions required by packers and shippers of containers.  
  
The Group believes that awareness of the CTU Code is pivotal to achieving safe and secure 
transport and has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with provision of its full text in Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish and Italian. An update has now been made available, 
taking account of feedback, and is downloadable for free.  
  
FIATA Director General Stéphane Graber commented: “Providing individuals responsible for 
packing containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, with easier 
access to all-important safety guidelines in their own language is key in order to make available 
practical cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes beyond maritime operations, 
reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern day supply chains, and is key to 
keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 
  
Failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply chain moving at risk, 
leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too common. The Group believes that such 
tragedies in the supply chain are to be avoided – most vividly demonstrated by the too frequent 
occurrence of container ship fires – and that there should be higher standards of cargo integrity, 
said a release. 
  
“We are providing clearer guidance through our revised Quick Guide and Checklist to help those 
responsible for packing cargo transport units, and in particular intermodal containers, to 
understand the standards expected in international trade,” said James Hookham, Director of 
Global Shippers Forum.  “The revised editions recognise the endorsement of all the partner 
organisations now active in the Cargo Integrity Group and their joint commitment to dissemination 
of this advice to their respective memberships and wider networks,” he concluded. 
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The Cargo Integrity Group of seven updates 
its Container Safety Guidance 
 
 
The need for increased integrity in the global supply chain persists. The Cargo 

Integrity Group has updated its Quick Guide to the CTU Code and once more 

urges all involved in intermodal container transport to pay heed. 

The multi-faceted group of originally five, now seven industry organisations, 

produced a Quick Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of 

Cargo Transport Units (CTU Code) some two years ago. The Quick Guide is 

designed to assist those responsible for packing containers and accurately 

declaring details of their contents to abide by the often-complex regulations 

contained in the voluminous CTU Code itself. There is also a useful Checklist of 

actions required by packers and shippers of containers. 

The Group believes that awareness of the CTU Code is pivotal to achieving safe 

and secure transport and has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with 

provision of its full text in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish 

and Italian. An update has now been made available, taking account of 

feedback, and is downloadable for free HERE 

FIATA Director General Stéphane Graber commented, “Providing individuals 

responsible for packing containers, and in some cases for preparing 

documentation and declarations, with easier access to all-important safety 

guidelines in their own language, is key in order to make available practical 

cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes beyond maritime 

operations, reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern day 

supply chains, and is key to keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 

Failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply 

chain moving at risk, leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too 

common. The Group believes that such tragedies in the supply chain are to be 

avoided – most vividly demonstrated by the too frequent occurrence of 

container ship fires – higher standards of cargo integrity. 

“We are providing clearer guidance through our revised Quick Guide and 

Checklist to help those responsible for packing cargo transport units, and in 

particular intermodal containers, to understand the standards expected in 



 

 

international trade,” stated James Hookham, Director of Global Shippers 

Forum. “The revised editions recognise the endorsement of all the partner 

organisations now active in the Cargo Integrity Group and their joint 

commitment to dissemination of this advice to their respective memberships 

and wider networks,” he concluded. 
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The Cargo Integrity Group of Seven Updates its 
Container Safety Guidance 
 
in International Shipping News 06/10/2022 

 

The multi-faceted group of originally five, now seven industry organisations, produced a Quick 
Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units (CTU Code) 
some two years ago. The Quick Guide is designed to assist those responsible for packing containers 
and accurately declaring details of their contents to abide by the often-complex regulations 
contained in the voluminous CTU Code itself. There is also a useful Checklist of actions required by 
packers and shippers of containers. 
 
The Group believes that awareness of the CTU Code is pivotal to achieving safe and secure 
transport and has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with provision of its full text in Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish and Italian. An update has now been made available, 
taking account of feedback, and is downloadable for free HERE 

 
FIATA Director General Stéphane Graber commented, “Providing individuals responsible for 
packing containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, with easier 
access to all-important safety guidelines in their own language, is key in order to make available 
practical cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes beyond maritime operations, 
reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern day supply chains, and is key to 
keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 
 
Failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply chain moving at risk, 
leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too common. The Group believes that such 
tragedies in the supply chain are to be avoided – most vividly demonstrated by the too frequent 
occurrence of container ship fires – higher standards of cargo integrity. 
 
“We are providing clearer guidance through our revised Quick Guide and Checklist to help those 
responsible for packing cargo transport units, and in particular intermodal containers, to understand 
the standards expected in international trade,” stated James Hookham, Director of Global Shippers 
Forum. “The revised editions recognise the endorsement of all the partner organisations now active 
in the Cargo Integrity Group and their joint commitment to dissemination of this advice to their 
respective memberships and wider networks,” he concluded. 
 
Source: Global Shippers Forum 
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Cargo Integrity Group updates Container Safety Guidance 

 
The Cargo Integrity Group has updated its Quick Guide to the CTU Code. The multi-
faceted group of originally five, now seven industry organizations, produced a Quick Guide 
to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units (CTU Code) 
a couple of years ago. The Quick Guide is designed to assist those responsible for packing 
containers and accurately declaring details of their contents to abide by the often-complex 
regulations contained in the voluminous CTU Code itself. There is also a useful Checklist 
of actions required by packers and shippers of containers. 

 
The Group said that it believed that awareness of the CTU Code was pivotal to achieving 
safe and secure transport. A full text is available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian, Spanish and Italian. 

 
An update has now been made available, taking account of feedback. 

 
Director General Stéphane Graber said that “providing individuals responsible for packing 
containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, with easier 
access to all-important safety guidelines in their own language, is key in order to make 
available practical cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes beyond 
maritime operations, reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern day 
supply chains, and is key to keeping cargo logistics running efficiently”. 

 
https://fiata.org/news/press-releases/2021/cargo-integrity-group-of-seven-updates-its-
container-safety-guidance.html 
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Container safety 

The need for increased integrity in the global supply chain persists. The Cargo Integrity 

Group has updated its Quick Guide to the CTU Code and once more urges all involved in 

intermodal container transport to pay heed. 

  

The multi-faceted group of originally five, now seven industry organisations, produced a 

Quick Guide to the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport 

Units (CTU Code) some two years ago.  The Quick Guide is designed to assist those 

responsible for packing containers and accurately declaring details of their contents to 

abide by the often-complex regulations contained in the voluminous CTU Code 

itself.  There is also a useful checklist of actions required of packers and shippers of 

containers. 

 

The Group believes that awareness of the CTU Code is pivotal to achieving safe and secure 

transport and has followed up the Quick Guide’s publication with provision of its full text 

in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish and Italian.  An update has now 

been made available, taking account of feedback, and is downloadable for free HERE 

 

FIATA Director General Stéphane Graber commented, “Providing individuals responsible 

for packing containers, and in some cases for preparing documentation and declarations, 

with easier access to all-important safety guidelines in their own language, is key in order 

to make available practical cutting edge knowledge of packing. Such information goes 

beyond maritime operations, reflecting the complexities of intermodal transport in modern 

day supply chains, and is key to keeping cargo logistics running efficiently.” 

 

Failure to follow the CTU Code advice puts the people who keep the supply chain moving 

at risk, leading to incidents and accidents that are still all too common. The Group believes 

that such tragedies in the supply chain are to be avoided – most vividly demonstrated by 

the too frequent occurrence of container ship fires – through higher standards of cargo 

integrity. 

  

“We are providing clearer guidance through our revised Quick Guide and Checklist to 

help those responsible for packing cargo transport units, and in particular intermodal 

containers, to understand the standards expected in international trade,” stated James 

Hookham, Director of Global Shippers Forum.  “The revised editions recognise the 

endorsement of all the partner organisations now active in the Cargo Integrity Group and 

their joint commitment to dissemination of this advice to their respective memberships 

and wider networks,” he concluded. 
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