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About ICHCA – International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association 

The International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association (ICHCA) is an international, independent, not-
for-profit organisation dedicated to improving the safety, security, sustainability, productivity and efficiency 
of cargo handling and goods movement by all modes and through all phases of national and international 
supply chains. ICHCA International’s privileged non-government organisation (NGO) status enables it to 
represent its members, and the cargo handling industry at large best, in front of national and international 
agencies and regulatory bodies. Its Expert Panel provides practice advice and publications on a wide range 
of practical cargo handling issues. ICHCA Australia Ltd is proud to be part of the ICHCA International Ltd 
global network (www.ichca.com). To access past newsletters and other useful information go to the ICHCA 
Australia website at www.ichca.com.au.  
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Longtime ICHCA Australia Director Michael Simms retires 

Michael Simms, Cargo Manager Group Business Development at Flinders Port Holdings (FPH), recently 
retired from FPH and resigned as a Director of ICHCA Australia. Michael has been on the ICHCA SA State 
Committee for over 20 years and on the board of ICHCA Australia for nearly seven years. Michael has been 
instrumental in organising more than 35 successful ICHCA SA events and annual conferences during that 
time. The board of ICHCA Australia would like to thank him for his enthusiasm and effort and wish him well 
in his retirement. 

New Director joins ICHCA Australia 

ICHCA Australia welcomes Richard Brine to the board. Richard has agreed to join 
as a Director of ICHCA Australia to fill the vacancy left by the departure of 
Michael Simms.  

Richard is FPH’s Business Development Manager involved with bulk, breakbulk, 
container, warehousing & distribution, and property business units. Richard has 
over 35 years’ experience in the industry, which includes operations, sales and 
branch management roles at shipping lines and national and regional roles at 
freight-forwarding companies.  

TT Club Innovation in Safety Award entries now open 

The TT Club Innovation in Safety Award, presented in partnership with ICHCA, celebrates cutting-edge 
improvements in health and safety across the cargo-handling and logistics sectors. Now in its ninth year, 

the award shines a spotlight on organisations 
and individuals that are making a tangible 
difference – whether through new technology, 
processes, or culture-changing initiatives.  

With entries for the award opening on 1 
September, now is the time to start thinking 
about how your innovation could inspire others 
and contribute to safer supply chains 
worldwide.  

From ports and terminals to transport operators 
and technology developers, all are welcome to enter. Past winners have ranged from global giants to 
grassroots inventors. What matters is impact.  

Learn more at Entering the TT Club Innovation in Safety Award - ICHCA International. 

ICHCA SA industry luncheon 

ICHCA SA will hold its second industry networking luncheon for 2025 on 8 September at Coopers Alehouse 
Gepps Cross, 560 Main N Road, Blair Athol. The keynote speaker is Brad Weston, Commercial Manager 
Bulk, Bulk Customer and Growth. Brad is a Chartered Accountant with over 15 years’ experience in advisory 
and commercial roles, overseeing commercial dealings for intermodal, bulk rail operations and stevedoring 
across South Australia and the Northern Territory. Brad previously held the role of Commercial Manager at 

https://www.ichca-news.com/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyODIiLCIxNm52cnh1Z21hcmswMHdjbzhvOGNzY2Nnbzh3YzRzZyIsIjgzNiIsImE3NGIzMThiNTAwOSIsZmFsc2Vd
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Toll Resources, where he was responsible for the South Australian and Queensland business units. Brad will 
be speaking about: What’s on the horizon for Aurizon?  

Book early as places are limited. More details and the registration form are available on the ICHCA 
Australia Events page. 

The luncheon is sponsored by: 

 
ICHCA QLD Maritime Intelligence Forum 

ICHCA Queensland is organising a Maritime Intelligence Forum to be held in Brisbane on the 25 September. 
Several speakers will address current issues in the maritime industry while you network with friends and 
colleagues and enjoy delicious food and drinks. The event will be held at the Queensland Maritime 
Museum, 412 Stanley St, South Brisbane. Book early as places are limited.  

More details and the registration form are available on the ICHCA Australia Events page. 

The forum is sponsored by: Ligentia Logistics Australia   

SA Freight Council Conference 2025 

The SA Freight Council will be holding a one-day conference in Adelaide on Thursday 16 October. A 
reception on the evening of 15 October will precede the event. 

The conference will be a great opportunity to learn, network and 
hear from top-quality speakers across all modes. Confirmed speakers 
include Minister Koutsantonis, Wayne Johnson (CEO, ARTC), Stewart 
Lammin (CEO, Flinders Ports), Jon Whelan (Chief Executive, DIT) and 
Brenton Cox (MD, Adelaide Airport).  

For more information and to register, go to the website or scan the 
QR code on the diagram. ICHCA members will enjoy the lower SAFC 
membership rate. 

VICT, Hutchison and unions agree to new four-year EAs 

Victoria International Container Terminal (VICT), the Australian subsidiary of International Container 
Terminal Services, Inc. (ICTSI), has finalised a new enterprise agreement (EA) with local unions which will 
run until March 2029. According to ICTSI, the new EA provides improved benefits and conditions for 
employees, allows greater operational flexibility to meet customer and industry requirements, and 
establishes a stable industrial relations framework to support growth and innovation. 

It is expected that the EA will ensure long-term stability across VICT’s operations while maintaining reliable 
services for customers, and support workforce engagement. Bruno Porchietto, VICT Chief Executive Officer, 
said: “This outcome demonstrates our commitment to working collaboratively with our people and unions. 
This agreement not only delivers meaningful benefits for employees but also provides VICT with the 
flexibility needed to service our customers and meet the evolving industry demands.” 

Similarly, the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) has reached an agreement with Hutchison Ports that 
secures employment, provides significant improvements in wages and conditions, and prevents the 

https://www.ichca.com.au/events
https://www.ichca.com.au/events
https://www.ichca.com.au/events
https://keito.eventsair.com/safreight25
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introduction of automation for the duration of the agreement. The agreement grants an 18.25% pay rise 
over four years for 350 wharf workers at Hutchison’s Sydney and Brisbane terminals. The agreement was 
reached between MUA and Hutchison Ports without any industrial action and will last for four years. 

Key outcomes include a binding ban on automation at both terminals, ensuring human-operated 
equipment only, solid wage increases, enhanced superannuation, improved rosters and grading structures, 
and quality income protection measures. Secure part-time roles and new permanent rosters prevent 
casualisation and job displacement. A new productivity framework increases worker input, supporting 
human labour and union job sustainability. 

Relaunch of the National Freight Strategy 

The Federal Government recently released the refreshed National Freight and Supply Chain Strategy and 
new National Action Plan. Since the Strategy was first released in 2019, Australia’s supply and freight 
networks have experienced significant setbacks related to events such as COVID-19, geopolitical shifts, 
extreme weather events and worker shortages. With Australia’s freight task projected to grow 26% 
between 2020 and 2050, support of the sector is vitally important. A review of the existing strategy found 
its foundations remained strong and recommended the strategy be refreshed with a smaller number of 
nationally significant actions. This updated Strategy underscores the importance of the sector for the 
national economy and the refreshed strategic freight priorities. 

The Strategy sets the agenda for a collaborative approach to deliver actions by governments and industry 
across freight modes. It outlines four priority areas: Productivity, Resilience, Decarbonisation and Data, to 
support more efficient supply chains. Accompanying the Strategy, the new National Action Plan outlines a 
set of actions that government and industry will work together to deliver over five years.  

To access the refreshed National Freight and Supply Chain Strategy and new National Action Plan 
visit: www.freightaustralia.gov.au/. 

Panama Ship Registry rejects registration of older ships 

The Panama Ship Registry will no longer accept the registration of oil tankers or bulk carriers that are more 
than 15 years old. This decisive action aims to optimise fleet performance, reduce arrest risks, and prevent 
the entry of vessels from the so-called “ghost fleet” or “shadow fleet”. According to the Panama Maritime 
Authority, these shadow fleets primarily consist of ageing oil tankers with opaque ownership structures 
that are often underinsured and employ unsafe practices to circumvent international sanctions, particularly 
those targeting Russian and Iranian oil shipments. 

The new policy outlines the requirements for the Precheck verification process that all vessels must 
complete before registering under the Panamanian flag. The decision follows analysis of inspection data 
showing that 71% of fleet arrests between 2023 and the first half of 2025 involved bulk carriers, general 
cargo vessels and oil tankers over 15 years old. Panama has faced criticism for its handling of shadow fleet 
vessels despite removing more than 650 ships from its registry since 2019 as part of efforts to enforce 
Western sanctions. Panama’s registry is among the world’s largest with more than 8,500 ships. The country 
has been working to improve its enforcement mechanisms, having withdrawn 214 vessels since 
implementing faster sanctions enforcement measures last year. Once removed from the registry, vessels 
can no longer sail under Panama’s flag. 
  

https://www.freightaustralia.gov.au/
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Houthi rebels issue new "FAQs" in respect of commercial passage 
through Red Sea region 

After a lull since late 2024, the Houthi armed group in Yemen recently reignited their attacks in the Red 
Sea. In July 2025, the Houthis attacked two commercial cargo vessels, sinking both ships, killing and injuring 
several crew members and reportedly kidnapping six crew members. In a move to legitimatise their control 
over Yemen waters, the Houthi-controlled Humanitarian Operations Coordination Centre (HOCC) has 
released an updated set of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) allegedly aimed at assuring safe passage to 
vessels transiting through the area, if they are not related to any "sanctioned entities or companies". 

On 6 July 2025, Houthi naval forces attacked MV Magic Seas, a Greek-owned, Liberian-flagged bulk carrier, 
51 miles southwest of the Houthi-controlled port of Hodeidah. The United Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations (UKMTO), a voluntary reporting program between merchant vessels and military forces in the 
Red Sea, reported that multiple small crafts fired rocket-propelled grenades at the MV Magic Seas, causing 
a fire onboard. A passing merchant vessel rescued the ship's 22 crew members who had abandoned the 
ship. MV Magic Seas sank the following day. 

On 7 July 2025, Houthi naval forces again attacked a Greek-owned, Liberian flagged commercial vessel, MV 
Eternity C, just a few miles west of Hodeidah. UKMTO reported that a small craft fired multiple rocket-
propelled grenades at the vessel. However, the Houthis issued a statement that naval drones and six cruise 
and ballistic missiles had attacked the ship. The attacks continued on 8 July, and the ship ultimately sank on 
9 July. MV Eternity C's Greek operator reported that 4 crew members had been killed, 10 had been rescued 
and of the 11 crew members reported missing, 6 are believed to be in Houthi custody. The Houthi 
spokesperson Yahya Saree stated that Houthi forces had rescued several of the ship’s crew members and 
provided them with medical care and moved them to a safe place. 

The Houthis stated that the reason for the attacks on the two vessels was that the vessels and their 
operating companies had violated the Houthi ban on dealings with Israeli ports and refused calls to stop. 
However, the MV Magic Seas was en route to Turkey from China and was carrying fertilizer and steel 
billets, while the MV Eternity C was en route to Saudi Arabia from Somalia after delivering humanitarian aid 
for the United Nations World Food Programme. The Houthis appear to be targeting vessels that they 
perceive to have affiliations with Israel or Israelis. Such affiliations reportedly include ships owned by 
companies whose other vessels have visited Israeli ports. Both MV Magic Seas and MV Eternity C are 
believed to fall under this category. 

https://www.forkliftaction.com/l-Hlmv
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The updated set of "FAQs" purport to give detailed advice aimed at assuring safe passage to vessels 
transiting through the area. If a ship is not included in the HOCC sanctions list, the HOCC claim it will be 
given "free service of safe passage". However, according to the HOCC FAQs, if a banned vessel were to 
transit through "the declared area of operations – namely the Red Sea, Bab al-Mandab Strait, the Gulf of 
Aden, or the Arabian Sea – it will be subject to military targeting." 

To be given safe passage, the HOCC encourages vessels to submit a free Safe Transit Coordination Request, 
in which the ship's name and passage details must be specified, at least 2 days before entering Yemeni 
waters. Further, according to the HOCC, a request can be submitted via email and will receive a reply within 
24 hours of receiving a complete application. The updated HOCC FAQs also provide "recommendations" to 
vessels transiting through the declared area of operation, which include ensuring the vessel's AIS systems 
are always in operation, responding to any call of the Yemeni armed forces and to avoid transiting near any 
military vessels. 

Relevantly, the HOCC FAQs refer to ships that have been banned by the Houthis, who claim to have sent 
"pre-penalty notices" by email to 64 owners who the Houthis say have violated their ban on Israeli ports. 
No list of the 64 has been released. It is important to note that a vessel or company can apparently become 
a Houthi target on a so-called "secondary sanctions" basis if they were to communicate with an entity on 
the undisclosed banned list, even if unaware that the entity is on the banned list. BIMCO has emphasised 
the importance of conducting thorough security risk assessments prior to transiting the Red Sea and has 
urged vessels to take a conservative approach. Establishing the degree to which the vessel is affiliated with 
Israel constitutes a key element of this risk assessment. In this context it is important to note that false 
information in circulation about Israeli affiliation may be sufficient to trigger an attack. It is important to 
note that as the current scenario develops, a Houthi expansion of their target scope cannot be ruled out. 

This article was supplied by Owen Webb (Owen.webb@hfw.com) and Stephen Thompson 
(Stephen.thompson@hfw.com) of HFW, sponsors of Inside ICHCA. 

New AMSA director appointed 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) recently announced the appointment of Mr Alex Barrell 
as its new Executive Director, Response. With 30 years’ experience across the maritime, regulatory and 
emergency management sectors, Mr Barrell currently serves as Commissioner and Chief Executive Officer 
at Marine Rescue NSW, where he previously held the role of Deputy Commissioner, Operations and 
Capability. His career includes frontline service at NSW Police Force and senior executive roles at NSW 
Maritime. 

"Mr Barrell will provide critical leadership and strategic oversight of AMSA’s national search and rescue and 
incident response capability, including maritime emergency preparedness and pollution prevention," said 
Kaylene Dale, Chief Executive Officer. In his role as Executive Director, Mr Alex Barrell will oversee AMSA’s 
Response Centre, which coordinates search and rescue operations across Australia’s vast maritime and 
aviation regions – covering approximately one-tenth of the earth’s surface. 

Victorian Freight Plan 2025-2030 released 

The Victorian Government has released Victoria Delivers: The Victorian Freight Plan 2025–30, outlining its 
strategy to support a more efficient, sustainable freight sector across the state. The plan recognises the 
critical role freight plays in Victoria’s economy, stating: “Maintaining Victoria’s competitive advantage in 
freight and logistics is important for every Victorian – the freight sector provides employment, delivers our 
goods and services and is a key component of businesses in every sector of the economy. Better freight 
connections are essential to the success of Victorian businesses and primary producers and ensuring 
affordable construction, and – ultimately – to job creation across all parts of the economy.” 

mailto:Owen.webb@hfw.com
mailto:Stephen.thompson@hfw.com
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Key features of the plan include: 
• targeted infrastructure investment 
• decarbonisation support 
• charging infrastructure expansion 
• sea freight emissions reduction 
• global collaboration. 

View the full Freight Plan 2025-30 here. 

Bulk carrier with coal suffers explosion 

A Liberian-flagged coal carrier erupted in an explosion recently while transiting the Patapsco River near the 
demolition site of Baltimore’s Francis Scott Key Bridge. The m/v W Sapphire, which had just loaded coal at 

CSX’s Curtis Bay terminal, was beginning its voyage 
to Mauritius when the blast tore through the ship 
at around 6:30 pm local time on Monday 19 
August. City officials say the explosion has been 
fully contained.  

All 23 crew members are safe and accounted for 
and the US Coast Guard is investigating. The vessel 
has since been moved to a designated anchorage 
area and will be held there until cleared by the 
Coast Guard. The missing 30-tonne hatch cover has 
since also been located and retrieved. 

Source: gCaptain 

Coal has long been one of the most dangerous cargoes at sea. In the 19th century, more ships were lost 
carrying coal than any other commodity. The risks came primarily from spontaneous heating and 
combustion through oxidation, gas explosions caused by methane emissions trapped in ship holds, and coal 
dust igniting. Today, marine authorities continue to warn that coal remains one of the most dangerous bulk 
cargoes at sea. Under the International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code, coal must be carefully 

monitored for self-heating, methane build-up, and liquefaction risks. Cargo hotter than 55C should be 
rejected outright, and gas sampling of oxygen, carbon monoxide and methane is essential during transit. 
The UK P&I Club recently sounded the alarm on US East Coast coal shipments producing dangerously high 
methane emissions, while insurers stress that liquefaction and “dynamic separation” remain leading causes 
of bulk carrier fatalities. “The Club is aware of a number of incidents, involving coal cargoes from the East 
coast of the USA, which were emitting dangerously high levels of methane,” said Petar Modev, Head of Ship 
Inspections for UK P&I Club late last year. “On occasions, the ship’s hold’s natural ventilation was not 
sufficient to remove the excessive methane concentrations.” 

Mayfield’s High Court appeal clears first hurdle 

Mayfield Development has succeeded in its push to have Australia’s highest federal court review a finding 
that 3 port operators in the eastern state of New South Wales enjoyed “derivative” immunity from 
antitrust laws because of their links to the state government. In a one-sentence decision, 6 High Court of 
Australia judges recently indicated that the contested notion of “derivative Crown immunity” would be 
examined, allowing Mayfield to clear the first hurdle in the two-step appeals process. 

In this case, derivative Crown immunity is the argument that the Australian 2010 Competition and 
Consumer Act didn’t apply to the government entities or those acting for it. Mayfield’s appeal request was 
filed in May and is linked to the 2012 decision by the New South Wales government to develop Port 

https://www.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-08/Victoria_Delivers_Victorian_Freight_Plan_2025-30_0.pdf
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/news/article/methane-emissions-from-coal-cargoes-from-the-east-coast-of-the-usa/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Botany, south of Sydney, as the primary container port in the state and that each of the existing ports 
would be privatised. During the privatisation process, bidders for the port assets suggested they should be 
offered a discounted price if the government planned to allow for additional container capacity to be 
developed in the port of Newcastle, 180 kilometres north of Botany Bay.  

The government addressed those concerns by creating a contractual guarantee requiring the state to pay 
compensation if Port Botany or Port Kembla, near the city of Wollongong, weren’t at full capacity for the 
import and export of containers and if container volumes were diverted to Newcastle. Since filing a lawsuit 
against NSW Ports Operations in 2019, Mayfield, a port developer, has argued that this government 
contract was anticompetitive and the company has attempted to seek redress. Port Botany Operations and 
Port Kembla Operations are also being targeted. NSW Ports, as the recipient of the privatised port assets 
and the target of Mayfield’s lawsuit, claims to have benefited from “derivative” immunity linked to the 
immunity of the New South Wales government.  

In its filings to obtain the High Court’s “special leave” to appeal, Mayfield argued that the state’s reliance 
on the “privatisation context” to argue that its dealings with the companies that acquired the ports should 
trigger a broad crown immunity should be rejected. NSW Ports’ interpretation, Mayfield argued in its 
submission, relied on the fact that “the compensation provisions were agreed in the course of the state 
‘acting pursuant to authority conferred by legislation’”, a reference to the allegedly anticompetitive 
compensation offered by the state. The company also argues that the High Court appeal request raises 
important questions about the interpretation of provisions of the Competition and Consumer Act that are 
“the proper starting point for the derivative crown immunity question.” 

Fire on Marie Maersk contained 

The Maersk containership Marie Maersk has resumed its eastbound journey around the Cape of Good 
Hope following successful containment of a fire that broke out on 13 August, the shipping company 
confirmed. After an inspection of the affected areas and consultation with authorities, officials deemed it 
safe for the vessel to continue its voyage on 24 August. “The external firefighting team will remain on board 
and special measures have been put in place to ensure a safe journey,” Maersk stated in its latest update. 
The company noted that an intermediate stop might be implemented to handle damaged containers and 
mitigate disruptions to their ocean network. The final destination port remains under review. 

The fire incident began when crew members detected smoke coming from containers while the Danish-
flagged vessel was en route from Rotterdam, The Netherlands to Tanjung Pelepas, Malaysia. At the time, 
the containership was positioned off the Liberian coast. A supply vessel carrying additional firefighting 
equipment reached Marie Maersk with special equipment transferred aboard on 23 August. According to 
earlier reports, one container that had been flooded with water continued to show elevated temperatures 
while remaining under control. External support was critical in the containment efforts, with 3 tugboats and 
1 Platform Supply Vessel with firefighting equipment assisting in recent days. “The crew is safe, and the 
vessel is in stable condition, with all machinery, steering and navigational equipment fully operational,” 
Maersk confirmed. 

Built in 2013, the Marie Maersk is one of the world’s largest container vessels with a nominal capacity of 
19,076 TEU. Measuring 399 metres in length and 59 metres in width, the Triple-E class vessel represents 
the modern generation of ultra-large container carriers. This incident adds to a concerning pattern of 
container vessel fires in recent years, highlighting ongoing safety challenges facing the shipping industry as 
vessels continue to increase in size and capacity. 
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Updates from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

DCCC meeting 

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Cargo Consultative Committee (DCCC) brings 
together DAFF and industry representatives (including ICHCA) to address biosecurity issues impacting trade 
and logistics with the purpose of ensuring effective biosecurity regulation without unnecessary trade 
barriers. The latest DCCC meeting was held on Thursday 31 July. The meeting communique can be found 
here. If you require more information about the meeting, please contact Peter van Duyn. 

Commencement of the 2025-2026 BMSB risk season 

The Department has announced the updated Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) measures for the 2025-
26 season. These measures apply to goods shipped from 1 September 2025 and arriving in Australia by 30 
April 2026 (inclusive). 

Key Changes for the 2025-26 Season: 
• Addition of Republic of Korea and Japan to the emerging risk countries list. 
• Target high risk goods arriving as airfreight from United States of America and China will be subject 

to random inspections. 
• Addition of a new offshore BMSB treatment option Ethyl Formate. 
• New application process for the BMSB in-transit and rolled policy. 

 
For more details, please refer to the official announcement from the Department of Agriculture here.  
  

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/dccc-meeting-101-communique.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/before/brown-marmorated-stink-bugs
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ICHCA Contacts 

 

ICHCA Australia Chairman 
Scott McKay 
Mobile: 0411 042 130 
Email: scott@flywheeladvisory.com.au 

 

Company Secretary 
Peter van Duyn 
492 George St, Fitzroy VIC 3065 
Mobile: 0419 370 332 
Email: peter.van-duyn@ichca.com 

 

State co-ordinators 

New South Wales 
Marcus John 
Mobile: 0413 486421 
Email: marcus.John@thomasmiller.com 

 

South Australia 
Richard Brine 
Mobile: 0488 096 499 
Email: Richard.Brine@fphgroup.com.au 

 

Victoria 
Peter van Duyn 
Mobile: 0419 370 332 
Email: peter.van-duyn@ichca.com 

 

Queensland 
Tim Polson 
Mobile: 0427 426 910 
Email: Tim.Polson@ligentia.global 

 
  

 

ICHCA AUSTRALIA LIMITED (IAL) PRIVACY POLICY 

IAL’s Privacy Policy details are available by contacting the Company Secretary, Peter van Duyn, via e-mail 
peter.van-duyn@ichca.com  or telephone 0419 370 332. 

Our contact with you 

If you do not wish to receive further copies of this newsletter, please advise peter.van-duyn@ichca.com  
and the distribution will be cancelled. If you wish to have it sent to other people in your organisation or 
contacts in the cargo handling industry, please advise us. 
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